[Pediatric evaluation of children with heart murmurs].
In order to analyse the non-specialized paediatrician's ability to evaluate children with a heart murmur and the consequences of this evaluation for the need of further investigations, we made a prospective and consecutive study concerning 100 children who were referred for initial evaluation of a heart murmur. Based on the clinical evaluation, the children were assigned to one of the three categories of "no heart disease" "heart disease" or "definite heart disease". Within two months each child underwent a complete colour Doppler echocardiographic study. Except for one child with an insignificant peripheral pulmonary artery stenosis, 53% of the children were correctly diagnosed as having no heart disease. We conclude that clinical evaluation without laboratory tests performed by paediatricians without any special training in cardiology could correctly acquit half of the children of heart disease, with no need for further investigation.